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The first time when the members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs) were elected by direct universal suffrage was between 7 
and 10 June 1979. Since then, every five years the citizens of 
the European Communities (EC), then European Union (EU) 
have cast their ballots for their MEPs. The last European 
Parliamentary elections that had been held between 23 and 26 
May 2019 resulted in a shift of the support of the different 
political groups, and the turnout also demonstrated a 20-year 
record. The number of the members of the European People’s 
Party and the Socialists and Democrats decreased, while the 
Greens, the liberal Renew Europe (former Alliance of Liberals 
and Democrats for Europe, ADLE) and the right-wing Identity 
and Democracy (European Alliance of Peoples and Nations) 
increased the number of its seats.  

Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands were among the 
founding fathers of the European Union, they have always been 
proponents of the European project. On 23 May 2019, the 
Dutch citizens were the first ones (of the three states) who 
could cast their votes to elect the country’s 26 MEP’s, while 26 
May was the date for the elections in the other two Benelux 
countries (electing 21 Belgian and 6 Luxembourgian MEPs). 
However, in Belgium, federal and regional elections were also 
held on the same day as the European ones.  

The study aims to examine the outcome of the elections in 
the three countries, also referring to the recent national 
legislative elections’ results, while also analysing the trend of 
the popularity of parties on the EP elections. It would also like 
to explore whether these results show similar or different trend 
compared to those on the European level.  
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The European Parliament – an overview 
 
The history of the European Parliament dates back to the 
foundation of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) 
in 1951: Chapter II of the Paris Treaty establishing the ECSC 
laid down the legal framework for the Assembly of the 
organisation (Treaty constituting the European Coal and Steel 
Community, 1951). When the Rome Treaties were signed in 
1957, the then three organisations1 had one common Assembly 
with 142 members delegated by the national parliaments of the 
member states (The Treaty establishing the European Economic 
Community, 1957).  

What were the powers of the institution? The Assembly was 
relatively weak compared to the European Commission or the 
Council. The Rome Treaty establishing the EEC assigned a 
consultative role to it, but the institution lacked legislative 
ones; its strongest power was (and it still exists) that by the 
motion of censure (in case it is supported by two-third 
majority), it can make the European Commission resign. It took 
several decades and perseverance of the Assembly2 to finally 
gain legislative powers. The first time, the EP’s authority was 
strengthened was in 1970, parallel with the introduction of own 
resources in the budget of the European Communities (EC). The 
Treaty of Luxembourg provided the EP with budgetary powers 
first, then in 1975 the Treaty of Brussels empowered the 
institution to reject the budget of the EC. (Horváth, 2007) Its 
role in the legislative procedure was first strengthened by the 
ruling of the European Court of Justice (ECJ) in 1980. Based on 
the judgement of the ECJ in the Roquette Frères vs Council 
Case (138/79)3, the Council could not adopt a legal act without 
the opinion of the EP. (Judgement of the Court of 29 October 
1980) The EP’s role was reinforced through the cooperation 
procedure introduced by the Single European Act (1987), 
alongside with empowering the institution with the right to 
assent in case of accession and association treaties (giving de 
facto veto rights to the EP). (Nugent, 2017) The upcoming 
treaty changes from the 1990s further enhanced the role of the 

                                                 
1 The three organisations were: ECSC, European Economic Community (EEC) and European Atomic 
Energy Community (Euratom). 
2 The Assembly changed its name to European Parliament in 1962. 
3
 Or as it is often referred to: isoglucose ruling. 
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Parliament in the legislative procedure of the EU through the 
co-decision procedure, and later the Lisbon Treaty introduced 
the Ordinary Legislative Procedure (former co-decision 
procedure) making the EP a co-legislator within the 
organisation.  

The introduction of direct universal suffrage to elect the 
members of the European Parliament was a significant step to 
enhance the role of the institution, and its democratic 
legitimacy – it became the only organ of the European 
integration that is directly elected by the citizens. Although this 
idea was there from the very beginning of the birth of the EEC 
(Nugent, 2017), it became a reality only in 19794. Between 7 
and 10 June 1979, the citizens of the nine members of the 
European Communities cast their votes to elect the 410 
members of the European Parliament. The turnout varied 
across the nine member states: besides Belgium and 
Luxembourg where voting was compulsory, the voters in Italy 
were the most active (85.65%), while the lowest turnout was in 
the United Kingdom (32.35%). On the whole, 61.99% of the EC 
voters went to the polls in 1979. (European Parliament, 2019h) 
 

Diagram 1. Turnout in the elections of the European Parliament (1979-
2019)5 

 
                                                 
4 In 1974, the Council decided to hold the first elections of the EP in 1978, this decision was reinforced 
in 1975 and in 1976 as well. Finally, the first elections were held in June 1979. (Urwin, 1995) 
5 The diagram is edited by the author. The sources of data: European Parliament, n.d.; European 
Parliament, 2019c 
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The diagram indicates that the turnout in the European 

elections started to decline steadily after 1979, while there was 
a shaper drop (a little more than 7%) in 1999. In 2009 and 
2014 voters’ participation oscillated around 42%. This trend 
was reversed in 2019 when the turnout climbed above 50%, 
which is the highest figure in the last 20 years. This indicates a 
renewed interest in European politics by the citizens, and that 
the European voters wanted to express their opinion regarding 
the political parties (Givens, 2019; McNamara, 2019). 

Looking back at the result of the first direct elections of the 
MEPs, the two largest political groups were the Group of the 
European People’s Party and the Socialist Group winning 108 
and 112 seats respectively. Since then, these two traditional 
groups had acquired the largest number of seats compared to 
the other political groups in the EP (Political groups…, 2016) 
and the two together included more than 50% of the MEPs – 
until the 9th European elections. 
 
  



Karlovitz, J. T. (Ed.), People and their Values in the Society, ISBN 978-3-903317-03-1 

171 

Graph 1. Share of seats of political groups in the European Parliament 
(1999-2019)6 

 
 

What tendencies can be observed in the last five European 
elections regarding the share of seats of the political groups? 
The graph indicates that while in 1999 the EPP won more than 
37% of the seats, its support dropped sharply in 2014 (by more 
than 6%). This tendency continued further on, and in 2019 the 
decline of the share of the seats was more than 5%. During the 
same time-span, the Socialist Group7 also suffered losses of 
electoral support, although it was a modest decline8 – the last 
elections showed a more significant downturn of almost 5%. 
The two mainstream parties that had had a majority in the EP 

                                                 
6 The graph is edited by the author. The sources of data: Sabbati, 2014; European Parliament, 2019a. 
7 Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament 
8 It has to be noted though, that in the 1999 elections the Socialist Group had to face the fact that the 
share of its seats declineb by more than 6%. (Sabbati, 2014) 
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before 2019, now acquire 44.7% of the seats together. The 
radical left (GUE/NGL)9 also suffered losses of seats and overall 
electoral support compared to the last elections. (Ramiro, 
2019) One of the political groups that could gain additional 
seats was the Group of Greens / European Free Alliance10, 
which could increase the number of its MEPs by more than 3%. 
The political formation’s share of seats varied from one election 
to the other and fluctuated between 7.6% and 5.4% between 
1999 and 2014. This year the European voters expressed their 
opinion regarding the importance of environmental issues, 
which resulted in an increase in the share of the seats in the EP 
(although results vary throughout the EU member states). The 
number of members of the liberal ALDE (now Renew Europe) 
also rose by more than 5% compared to 2014. Looking back in 
1999, the liberals won 7.99%, which increased above 12% five 
years later. This trend reversed though in 2009, and showed a 
slight decline in electoral support, which continued further in 
2014. The result of the 2019 elections indicated an increase to 
14.38%. The Eurosceptic Europe of Freedom and Direct 
Democracy increased its share of votes steadily until the recent 
elections. When the new European Parliament started its work, 
the political group did not register to form an official political 
group within the EP. (de la Baume, 2019) The far right, 
Eurosceptic parties formed the Identity and Democracy (ID) 
political group, which is the successor of the former Europe of 
Nations and Freedom (ENF). ENF was established in 2015 as a 
faction in the EP and until 2019, the group had 36 MEPs from 7 
member states (Euronews, 2019). The Identity and Democracy 
(successor of ENF) in the EP with 73 MEPs and 9.72% of the 
seats indicates a significant rise compared to the results of the 
2014 elections. 

These tendencies had been forecasted before the elections, 
the extent of the changes only became known after the results. 
The distribution of seats are the following (European 
Parliament, 2019a): 
 
 

                                                 
9 Confederal Group of the European United Left – Nordic Green Left Confederal Group of the 
European United Left – Nordic Green Left 
10 The politicians of the green parties of Europe witnessed a milestone in 1989, when the MEPs could 
form a political group with first 28, then 30 members. (Rüdig, 2019) 



Karlovitz, J. T. (Ed.), People and their Values in the Society, ISBN 978-3-903317-03-1 

173 

 Group of the European People’s Party (EPP). 182 seats 
 Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 

Democrats (S&D). 153 seats 
 Renew Europe Group (RE). 108 seats 
 Group of the Greens / European Free Alliance 

(Greens/EFA). 75 seats 
 Identity and Democracy (ID). 73 seats 
 European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR). 62 

seats 
 Confederal Group of the European United Left – Nordic 

Green Left (GUE/NGL). 41 seats 
 Non-Inscrits (NI). 57 seats. 

 
The four centrist political groups have more than two-third of 

the seats, although – as was mentioned before – the Christian 
and Social democrats lost their majority in the new Parliament. 
The populist, radical right Eurosceptic ID acquired almost 10% 
of the seats, which fell short of the previous projections in the 
media, but – as Mudde (2019) argued – it echoed the trend of 
the national elections in the past years11.  

 
The 2019 European elections in the Benelux countries 
 
Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands are among the 
founding fathers of the European integration project and have 
always been the supporter of the idea of European cooperation. 
The three countries could elect 61 members of the European 
Parliament: Belgium 21, Luxembourg 6 and the Netherlands 26 
representatives. Of the aforementioned states, the Dutch 
eligible voters were the first to go to the polls to elect their 
MEPs on 23 May, then, on the 26th, the European elections were 
held in the other two countries as well. In the following section, 
the results of the elections in the three states are going to be 
overviewed. Besides introducing the figures, a trend will also be 
shown, and a reflection on the general European results will 
also be elaborated.  

 
  
                                                 
11 James Wilhem (2019) also came to a similar conclusion.  
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Belgium 
 
26 May 2019 was the “super Sunday” in Belgium since three 
elections were held the same day: the eligible voters elected 
the members of the regional, federal and European Parliament. 
Voting is mandatory in the country, thus the turnout was high: 
88.47% (Federal Public Services Home Affairs, 2019).  

There are 21 Belgian MEPs in the EP, who were elected, 12 
Flemish, 8 Walloon and 1 from the German electoral college 
(Service Public Fédéral Intérieur, 2018). The voters can cast 
their vote only on Flemish parties in the Flemish constituencies, 
and only on French-speaking ones in Walloon constituencies. 
Compared to the results in 2014, a clear transformation can be 
detected regarding the will of the Belgian voters – as shown in 
Table 1.  
 

Table 1. Election results in Belgium (2014, 2019)12 

Party 

2014 2019 
% of votes on 
federal level 

Seat
s in 
EP 

% of 
votes 

Political 
group 

members
hip in EP 

Seat
s in 
EP 

% of 
votes 

Political 
group 

members
hip in EP 

2014 2019 

N-VA 4 
16.79

% 
ECR 3 13.73% ECR 

20.26
% 

16.03
% 

CD&V 2 
12.57

% 
EPP 2 8.9% EPP 

11.61
% 

8.89% 

Vlaams 
Belang 

1 4.26% NI 3 11.68% ID 3.67
% 

11.95
% 

Open 
VLD 3 

12.84
% ALDE 2 9.76% RE 

9.78
% 8.54% 

SP.a 1 8.30% S&D 1 6.25% S&D 
8.83
% 

6.71% 

Groen! 1 6.69% 
Greens/EF

A 
1 7.57% 

Greens/EF
A 

5.32
% 

6.10% 

MR 3 9.88% ALDE 2 7.36% RE 9.64
% 

7.56% 

PS 3 10.68 S&D 2 10.19% S&D 11.67 9.46% 

                                                 
12

 The table is edited by the author. The sources of data: European Parliament, 2019b; European 
Parliament 2019c; Álvarez-Rivera, (2014); Federal Public Services Home Affairs, 2019. As for the 
abbreviations: N-VA: New Flemish Alliance; CV&V: Christian Democrats and Flemish; Open VLD: 
Open Flemish Liberals and Democrats; SP.a.: Socialist Party Differently; Groen!: Flemish Green 
Party; MR: Reformist Movement (French-speaking Liberals); PS: (Francophone) Socialist Party; CDH: 
Humanist Democratic Centre (French-speaking Christian Democrats); Ecolo: French-speaking Green 
party;  PTB/PVDA: Worker’s Party (defining itself as a Belgian party). 
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% % 

CDH 1 4.14% EPP 1 3.41% EPP 
4.98
% 

3.70% 

Ecolo 1 4.26% 
Greens/EF

A 
2 7.6% 

Greens/EF
A 

3.3% 6.14% 

PVDA / 
PTB 

0 1.51%   0 3.03%   1.75
% 

8.62% 
PTB / 
PVDA 

0 2.00%   1 5.57% GUE/NGL 
1.97
% 

CSP 
(Christli
ch 
Soziale 
Partei) 

1 0.18% EPP 1 0.22% EPP     

 

The results of the election of the 150-member Belgian federal 
parliament indicated a loss of popularity of mainstream parties 
and a shift toward the ends of the political spectrum. The 
members of the coalition formed after the 2014 elections (MR, 
N-VA, Open VLD, CD&V) all lost electoral support, and seats in 
the new federal parliament. Far-right Vlaams Belang (VB) could 
increase its popularity considerably, more than doubling the 
share of votes13. The other party that could raise its votes 
substantially is the PTB/PVDA (Belgian Worker’s Party, Socialist 
political group in Belgium), scoring 8.62% in 2019 (up from 
3.72%). Both the Flemish and the Francophone green parties 
could gain more votes in 2019 than in 2014, albeit Ecolo was 
more successful, being able to double its seats in the federal 
parliament (Politico, 2019).  

The European elections echoed these results as well. The 
three parties that were successful enough to increase the 
number of their seats (and also the percentage of votes) were 
the Flemish VB, the PTB/PVDA (PTB to be more precise) and 
the Francophone Ecolo. The decline of votes and also loss of EP 
seats can be observed in the case of N-VA, Open VLD, MR and 
PS. In Flanders, the outcome of the European elections 
indicates that the support for the traditional mainstream 
Christian democratic and social democratic parties declined, but 
this trend can also be recognized in the case of the liberal Open 
VLD, losing one seat. There was a transformation in the right 

                                                 
13 There are 18 VB members in the new Belgian federal parliament, while in 2014 the party won only 3 
seats. (Politico, 2019) 
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side of the political spectrum, where N-VA lost one seat (and 
also votes), albeit the far-right populist VB could increase the 
number of MEPs (and the votes as well). Although the Green 
party (Groen!) succeeded in augmenting its votes, it was not 
enough to gain one more seat. Taking a closer look at the 
PVDA/PTB performance, it can be seen that the party’s support 
increased compared to 2014: it could double the share of votes 
in the Flemish constituencies. On the Francophone side, the 
trend is similar, with the loss of votes in case of Liberal MR and 
social democratic PS, and also a decrease of votes in support 
for Christian democratic CDH. The green party and the far-left 
PTB/PVDA (which could almost triple the share of its votes in 
the Francophone constituencies) succeeded in gaining one seat 
more in the new EP compared to their results in 2014. A shift 
towards the ends of the political spectrum on both the right and 
left side can also be noted with the increase of seats of VB and 
PTB/PVDA. Taking a general look at the results, 7 out of the 21 
MEPs sit in Eurosceptic political groups in the EP, although none 
of the delegating parties can be characterised by hard-
Euroscepticism. 

Comparing the results to the general European tendencies, 
both similarities and differences can be observed. Regarding 
the similar transformations, the decline of support for the 
Christian democratic (centre right) and social democratic 
(centre left) parties can be mentioned (Mudde, 2019), as well 
as the increase of popularity of the green parties. Another 
corresponding change was the upturn of support for radical 
right (gaining two more seats). While the general European 
trend also indicated an increase of popularity of the Liberal 
parties, the Belgian results were different – there would be 4 
Belgian members of RE (former ALDE), instead of the former 6 
(Close, 2019). However, the Socialist (far left) party of the 
country gained one seat (while it did not have any in 2014) – it 
points to the opposite direction compared to the European 
trend with declining electoral support for the GUE/NGL. 

 
Luxembourg 
 
The Grand Duchy was among the founding states of the post-
war international organisations in Western Europe, and has 
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always been an enthusiastic proponent of the idea of European 
integration. Furthermore, it has always played an active role in 
the integration project. (Bossaert, 2003; Theis, 2015) Voting is 
mandatory in the Grand Duchy, thus the turnout has always 
been high on the elections to the EP: it reached 84.24% in 
2019. (European Parliament 2019h) The eligible voters of the 
country elected the 6 MEPs representing 4 parties. 
 

Table 2. Election results in Luxembourg (2014, 2019)14 
 

                                                 
14

 The table is edited by the author. The sources of data: European Parliament, 2019e; European 
Parliament, 2019f; Procès-verbal…, 2014; Deloy, 2013; Élection législatives…, 2018; . The table 
contains the data regarding the parties in the Luxemburgish Parliament after the last legislative 
elections in 2018. The ADR, Pirate Party and The Left did not gain any seats in the EP.  

Party 

2014 2019 
% of votes on 
national level 

Seat
s in 
EP 

% of 
votes 

Political 
group 

members
hip in EP 

Seat
s in 
EP 

% of 
votes 

Political 
group 

members
hip in EP 

2013 2018 

Democratic 
Party (DP) 

1 
14.77

% 
ALDE 2 

21.43
% 

RE 
18.25

% 
16.91

% 

Christian 
Social 
People's 
Party (CSV) 

3 37.66
% 

EPP 2 21.10
% 

EPP 33.68
% 

28.31
% 

Déi Gréng 1 15.01
% 

Greens  / 
EFA 

1 18.91
% 

Greens / 
EFA 

10.13
% 

15.12
% 

Luxembourg 
Socialist 
Worker's 
Party (LSAP) 

1 11.73
% 

S&D 1 12.21
% 

S&D 20.28
% 

17.60
% 

Alternative 
Democratic 
Reform 
Party (ADR) 

0 7.53%  0 
10.03

%  6.64% 
8.28
% 

The Left 0 5.76% 
 

0 4.84% 
 

4.92% 
5.48
% 

Pirate Party 
of 
Luxembourg 

0 4.23% 
 

0 7.70% 
 

2.94% 6.45
% 
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The four largest parties in Luxembourg are the centre-right 
CDV, the centre-left LSAP, the liberal DP and the green party 
Déi Gréng. The three smaller parties in the 60-member 
parliament of the country are the ADR, which is a conservative 
political grouping, with a soft Eurosceptic view (Besch&Lessing, 
2016; Dennison&Zerka, 2019), The Left, being a left-wing 
party, and the Pirate Party, which gained 2 seats first in 2018. 
Comparing the results of 2013 and 2019, a decline of support 
for the three traditional parties (DP, CSV. LSAP) could be 
detected, and increasing support for the other four ones. The 
green party had the largest success among the competing 
groups, but the Pirate Party’s rising popularity manifested in 
parliamentary seats. The two parties that are further from the 
centre (ADR and The Left) could also increase their votes. The 
CSV suffered more than 5% loss in 2018. The coalition 
government of the DP, LSAP and Déi Gréng acquired 32 seats 
in 2013, and 31 in 2018.  

The 2014 European elections were victorious for the CSV 
since the party gained one-third of the votes and thus could 
send 3 delegates to the EP. Three other parties had enough 
votes to acquire a seat in the institution: DP, LSAP and Déi 
Gréng. The 2019 EP elections resulted in a mild relocation of 
seats, although the parties that can send members to the EP 
remained the same: CSV, DP, LSAP and Déi Gréng. In the case 
of the three traditional parties, the recent elections 
demonstrated the dropping popularity of CSV, which lost one 
seat, while LSAP could slightly increase its votes. The liberal DP 
was the most successful of them, being able to increase its 
seats to 2. The green party’s support also augmented, 
demonstrating a 3% rise of the share of its votes. Observing 
shortly the results of the other three parties, The Left could 
gain fewer votes than in 2014, but both the ADR and the Pirate 
Party showed an upsurge of voters’ support.  

Comparing the Luxembourgish results to the general 
European trends, both similarities and differences can be 
noticed. The Christian democratic CSV lost a considerable 
amount of votes (176,858 votes) (Élections européennes…, 
2019), albeit the LSAP, which is a member of the S&D political 
group, could increase its votes (but it was not enough to gain 
an additional seat). The upsurge of support of DP (6.67%) 
(Élections européennes…, 2019) also correlates with the 
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European trend of the increasing popularity of parties in the RE 
political group, and the same is true for Déi Gréng. The 
ecologist party’s national support is one of the largest in the 
EU. (de Lange, 2019) The conservative right ADR’s results also 
followed the European tendencies, together with the slight 
decline of the support for the far-left The Left. As can be 
observed, no Eurosceptic party gained enough votes to send a 
Luxemburgish member to the EP. In the political arena, two 
parties are considered being Eurosceptic: ADR and The Left. 
ADR – which is a member of ECR since 2011 – is concerned 
about the possible loss of the sovereignty of Luxembourg, and 
does not support the idea of a federal EU, but that of the 
Europe of nations. (Dúró, 2017; Besch&Lessing, 2016; 
Dennison&Zerka, 2019) The Left (member of the GUE/NGL 
(Delano, 2019; Dennison&Zerka, 2019))is the other Eurosceptic 
member of the Luxembourgish political field, pointing to the 
lack of social dimension within the EU. (Dúró, 2017; 
Besch&Lessing, 2016) 

 
The Netherlands 
 
The Dutch voters were the first among the voters of the 
Benelux states that could go to the polls to elect the country’s 
26 MEPs on May 23. Voting is not compulsory in the state, 
which is also reflected in the turnout, which was below the 
average of the EU (50.62%) – it reached 41.93% (European 
Parliament, 2019h). This result indicates an increase of voters’ 
participation, since five years earlier, in 2014, 37.32% 
(European Parliament, 2019h) of the eligible voters went to the 
ballots. The Dutch political landscape was rather fragmented, 
with 18 competing parties (Voerman, 2019) for the seats in the 
EP.  
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Table 3. Election results in the Netherlands (2014, 2019)15 

Party 

2014 2019 
% of votes on 
national level 

Seats 
in EP 

% of 
votes 

Political 
group 

membership 
in EP 

Seats 
in EP 

% of 
votes 

Political 
group 

membership 
in EP 

2012 2017 

VVD 3 12.02% ALDE 4 14.64% RE 26.58% 21.29% 

CDA  5 15.18% EPP 4 12.18% EPP 8.51% 12.38% 

D'66 4 15.48% ALDE 2 7.09% RE 8.03% 12.23% 

PvdA 3 9.40% S&D 6 19.01% S&D 24.84% 5.70% 

PVV 4 13.32% 
NI, then 
ENF16 0 3.53%   10.08% 13.06% 

SP 2 9.60% GUE/NGL 0 3.37%   9.65% 9.09% 

PvdD 1 4.21% GUE/NGL 1 4.02% GUE/NGL 1.93% 3.19% 

CU 
-SGP 

2 7.67% ECR 2 6.83% 
EPP-1, ECR-

1 
3.13%; 
2.09% 

3.39% 
2.08% 

GL 2 6.98% 
Greens / 

EFA 3 10.90% 
Greens / 

EFA 2.33% 9.13% 

FvD       3 10.96% ECR   1.78% 

50+       1 3.91% EPP 1.88% 3.11% 

 
As a prelude to the European elections, the Dutch citizens 

cast their votes to the members of the Second Chamber of the 
Dutch Parliament in 2017. When comparing the outcome to the 
2012 elections, some remarkable changes can be observed. 
The then governing coalition of VVD (Volkspartij voor Vrijheid 
en Democratie, People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy) 
and PvdA (Partij van de Arbeid, Labour Party) had to face a 
more than 20% backdrop of the share of votes – which also 
indicated that their majority in the Second Chamber came to an 
end. PvdA was the party that suffered significant losses (the 
share of votes dropped by 19%), while Groen Links (Green 
Left, GL) gained the most – compared to the results in 2012. 
Both the Christian Democratic Appeal (Christen-Democratisch 
Appèl, CDA) – the support of which dropped to a low level in 
2012 – and the liberal D’66 could win the support of voters, 
                                                 
15

 The table is edited by the author. The sources of data: European Parliament, 2019f; European 
Parliament, 2019g; Kiesraad, 2017; Kiesraad, 2012. The table does not contain all the parties of the 
national parliament, only those that have representatives in the EP.  
16 The new political group in the European Parliament called Europe of Nations and Freedom was 
established in June 2015, and PVV was a founder of it. The group was renamed Identity and 
Democracy in 2019. 
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increasing the share of their votes. The populist, extreme right 
PVV (Partij voor de Vrijheid) could not gain large victory on the 
elections, although the share of votes of the party augmented 
by approximately 3%. A new right-wing Eurosceptic and 
populist party could enter the parliament, the FvD (Forum voor 
Democratie) (van Holsteyn, 2017) the popularity of which 
started to rise after 2017.  

Comparing the 2014 and 2019 European elections results, the 
PvdA succeeded in doubling its seats in the EP, but besides this 
political group, others could increase their shares of votes: 
VVD, GL, FvD, 50+, the two last ones being able to send 
representatives the first time to the EP. PvdD’s (Partij voor de 
Dieren, Party for the Animals) share of the votes stagnated, 
while the coalition of the two conservative religious parties (CU 
and SGP; ChristenUnie – Staatkundig Gereformeerde Partij) 
decreased a little. CDA lost one seat, and also electoral support, 
however, D’66’s losses were more significant, leading to halving 
its seats in the EP. As for the left-wing SP (Socialistische Partij, 
Socialist Party), the support of the party dropped so much, that 
it lost its former 2 members in 2019. The share of the votes of 
PVV also shrank by almost 10%, leading to the loss of its 
former 4 seats as well.  

Focusing on the European elections and the transformations it 
indicated, it can be observed that some trends correspond to 
the general EU situation, but several differences can be 
recognized as well. GL could increase its votes, and gain one 
additional seat. However, the results of CDA and PvdA indicate 
a diverse picture. While the share of votes of CDA decreased, 
resembling the trend of EPP in the EP as well, PvdA’s popularity 
was on the rise, which contradicts the example of S&D – the 
party could double its seats in the EP (Voerman, 2019). 
However, 50+ focusing on the political representation of the 
elderly groups could gain one seat in the EP (becoming a 
member of EPP). While the RE group could increase its seats in 
the EP, one of the two Dutch parties that are the members of 
this political group, the D’66 suffered substantial losses, its 
share of votes being halved (together with the halving of its EP 
seats). On the other hand, VVD could increase electoral 
support, which resulted in gaining one additional seat. In the 
case of the coalition of CU and SGP, the two conservative 
religious parties, it can be observed that while in 2014 both 
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representatives participated in the ECR faction, in 2019 the CU 
decided to send its representative to EPP (European Parliament, 
2019g). Looking at the right and left side of the political 
spectrum, one can recognize that both the SP and PVV lost 
electoral support which resulted in losing their seats in the EP. 
Nevertheless, FvD’s share of the votes rose to more than 10%, 
thus the party can send 3 representatives to the EP, who would 
become the members of the ECR faction. (Vos, 2019, 
Vasilopoulou, 2019) Taking a general look at the results of the 
Dutch European elections, the majority of voters cast their 
votes to centrist, pro-European parties. (Voerman, 2019) 

 
Conclusion 
 
Between 23 and 26 May 2019, the European eligible voters 
went to the ballots to cast their votes to their representatives in 
the European Parliament. The participation on the elections 
increased substantially, contradicting the trend that had existed 
since 1979. As it was indicated in the paper, the support for the 
two largest political groups (EPP and S&D) decreased, while the 
RE and the Green/EFA could gain additional support. 
Concerning the left-right ends of the political spectrum, the left-
wing GUE/NGL suffered losses, while the ID could increase the 
number of its seats to almost 10%.  

The Benelux countries have always been the proponents of 
the European integration project. Despite the similarities 
between the states, the results of the EP elections indicate 
some differences regarding the voters’ support of the political 
party families. The increased popularity of the green parties 
could be detected in each of the three countries, as well as a 
declining share of votes of the Christian democrats. Regarding 
the liberal parties, the Flemish Open VLD lost support, while the 
Walloon MR gained it, thus the number of seats in the RE 
political group did not change. In Luxembourg, the liberal party 
succeeded in increasing its seats by 1, while in the Netherlands, 
the conservative-liberal VVD’s share of votes (and also the 
number of its seats) augmented, while the liberal D’66 suffered 
losses (lost two seats). Examining the results of the social 
democratic forces, the Belgian data corresponded with the 
European trends, while in the other two countries the voters 
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demonstrated increased support towards these parties. Turning 
to the Eurosceptic sides of the political landscape, the three 
countries show differences. In Luxembourg, no parties leaning 
towards the extremes gained enough votes to send 
representatives to the EP. In Belgium and the Netherlands, 
both sides can be found. There is one Belgian delegate to the 
left-wing GUE/NGL group – while there was none in the 
previous political cycle. In the Netherlands, PvdD could keep its 
one seat, while SP lost two. With regard to the Eurosceptic 
political groups on the right side of the political spectrum (ECR, 
ID), the Belgian results show that N-VA lost one seat (ECR 
member), while the populist, far-right VB gained two more 
(they are members of the ID faction). In the Netherlands, the 
populist PVV did not gain any seats17, while populist, 
Eurosceptic FvD18 acquired 3, and the representatives joined 
the ECR political group.  
 
Table 4. Political parties in EP factions after the 2019 European elections19 

Parties 
Belgium Luxembourg The Netherlands 

Sum 
Parties Seats Parties Seats Parties Seats 

EPP 
CD&V (2), 
CDH (1), 
CSP (1) 

4 CSV (2) 2 

CDA (4), 
Coalition 
CU-SGP 
(1), 50+ 

(1) 

6 12 

S&D PS (2), 
Sp.a (1) 

3 LSAP 
(1) 

1 PvdA (6) 6 10 

RE 
Open VLD 
(2), MR 

(2) 
4 DP (2) 2 

VVD (4), 
D'66 (2) 6 12 

Greens/EFA 
Groen! 

(1), Ecolo 
(2) 

3 
Déi 

Gréng 
(1) 

1 GL (3) 3 7 

ECR N-VA (3) 3    

FvD (3), 
Coalition 
CU-SGP 

(1) 

4 7 

ID VB (3) 3   
 

  0 3 

                                                 
17 The party’ position is indicated in its 2019 European Parliamentary election program, which included 
Nexit as well (Verkiezingsprogramma …, 2019). 
18 FvD supports Nexit, accoridng to its program, it would like to call for a referendum on Dutch EU 
membership (Europese…, n.d.; Henley, 2019) 
19 The table is edited by the author. The sources of data are: European Parliament, 2019c; European 
Parliament, 2019e; European Parliament, 2019g. 
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GUE/NGL 
PTB/PVDA 

(1) 1    PvdD (1) 1 2 

Sum 
 

21   6   26 53 

 
In Table 4. the distribution of the parties of the Benelux 

states in the different political groups in the EP is shown. It can 
be observed that – in case of Luxembourg all the 6 MEPs – the 
majority of Belgian (14 MEPs) and Dutch (21 MEPs) politicians 
joined the four centrist political groups (Kaczynski, 2019) of the 
EP. 3 Belgian and 4 Dutch MEPs became the members of the 
soft Eurosceptic ECR, and 1-1 the left-wing GUE/NGL, which is 
also regarded as being Eurosceptic. In the ID political group of 
far-right parties, only the Belgian VB MEPs participate from the 
three states. Although VB itself is a harder Eurosceptic party, it 
did not aim to lead Belgium (of Flanders) out of the EU. As the 
results of the European elections demonstrated, the Eurosceptic 
parties in the Benelux states could not gain substantial amount 
of the votes, since the majority of the voters gave their votes 
to centrist parties.  
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