
Karlovitz, J. T. (Ed.), People and their Values in the Society, ISBN 978-3-903317-03-1 

79 

Environmental Protection and 
Environmental Law should be Much More 

Part of the School Curriculum 
Lilla LEHOTAI 

Óbuda University, Budapest, Hungary 
lehotai.lilla@kgk.uni-obuda.hu 

 
Throughout history national governments have passed 
occasional laws to protect human health from environmental 
contamination. Environmental history is a history that tries to 
explain why our environment is like it is and how humanity has 
influenced its current condition. The questions of environmental 
history date back to antiquity. During the Enlightenment, there 
was a rising awareness of the environment and scientists 
addressed topics(themes) of sustainability. However, the 
origins of the subject in its present form are can be traced back 
to the 20th century. 

Environmental law is a new branch of law in the modern legal 
system. In the traditional legal system - many legal areas have 
rights and obligations related to environmental protection. 

Early examples of legal enactments designed to consciously 
preserve the environment are found throughout history. The 
concept of "environmental law" as a separate and distinct body 
of law is a twentieth-century development. It is the new law of 
the modern legal systems. We recognized that the natural 
environment is fragile and in needs special legal protections. 
We need legal structures that must be developed into a larger 
body of "environmental law". Environmental law is a set of 
laws, rules, principles, policies, regulations, orders and statutes 
aimed at implementing environmental policy, protecting, 
preserving, maintaining and developing the natural 
environment of the country.  

It is important to note that there is a difference between 
“environmental law” and “environmental protection”. The scope 
of activities associated with the environmental protection has 
been expanded. It also includes the prevention of harmful 
effects and their consequences, the improvement, 
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development, restoration of the environment, environmental 
education and research. 

The new concept of prevention makes the term 
"environmental protection" less expressive because it indicates 
the removal of already existing consequences, while prevention 
means that such effects should be avoided. Preventing 
environmental harm is cheaper, easier, and less 
environmentally dangerous than reacting to environmental 
harm that already has taken place. Prevention means that 
negative effects must be avoided. It is too late when actions 
take place after the (harmful) event. 

Action is an earlier activity compared to the burden on the 
environment. It is very important that environmental aspects 
should be reflected in the regulation of the given environment, 
environmental element and its use. Knowledge of 
environmental legislation should be made available to all 
students in public and higher education. Students in every 
school, in universities, in private and higher education should 
be taught the subjects of environmental protection, 
environmental law. And they should understand the importance 
of it Three possible or necessary areas for improvement have 
priorities and strategic focus to ensure diversified development 
of Europe. These are: 
- improving energy efficiency; 
- Transport Infrastructure Development 
(development of road, rail, air and water transport routes: 
because of its intensive use of infrastructures, the transport 
sector is an important component of the economy); 
- environmental Protection. 
 

That’s why in all areas of education, especially in higher 
education, the teaching of environmental protection and 
environmental law plays an utmost important role. 

Graduates of higher education will eventually become leaders 
and they must be well-informed about the environmental 
protection, environmental awareness, and they have to know 
the environmental law pretty well and they must be able to get 
through the labyrinth of the environmental law. 

As a result of this objective need, environmental protection 
and environmental law education is gaining ground in 
universities. It is important to note that these are recently 
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taught subjects. The teaching of environmental protection and 
environmental law in universities began not so long ago and 
this raises a lot of questions and issues. These methodological, 
pedagogical and other questions have to be answered and later 
on we also need to find a solution to the problems raised by 
them. 

With the involvement of students, we have done research to 
investigate these issues. In the first part of our work, we 
conducted surveys among students at several universities. The 
purpose of these surveys is to determine the direction of 
further research (once they have been processed).Students 
were asked to complete different questionnaires. We also 
included in the survey those teachers who teach environmental 
protection and / or environmental law. 

So we conducted a survey in two groups: in the group of 
students and in the group of teachers. We processed the 
questionnaires and from both groups we received the following 
answers. Students would love to take part in field excursions as 
a part of their environmental studies.  Students find most of the 
information on the internet and (on the second place) they 
receive information from the teachers. Students also obtain lot 
of environmental information from the newspapers and 
magazines. Students consider environmental issues to be 
important, but not extremely (not utmost) important. Students 
consider as ecological load first of all the excess consumption of 
the electric power. They do not see clearly enough that 
research, new technologies, education, information, legal 
issues, foreign and domestic good examples, political decisions 
are integral parts of environmental protection. 

The vast majority of students did not have any environmental 
subject (environmental studies) prior to their college or 
university studies to know what their environmental rights and 
obligations are. Teachers say that students do not have 
sufficient environmental knowledge at the beginning of their 
studies. 

In the opinion of the lecturers and teachers, students are not 
sufficiently motivated in relation to environmental protection 
and environmental law. Learning, teaching and training 
activities must be done in a heterogeneous environment. This 
requires from the teachers very good human knowledge, 
pedagogical, psychological sense. They must use methods that 
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guarantee a sense of success. Positive experience can be 
gained in group and individually. If you experience success in a 
group, it strengthens group cohesion and helps to develop 
identity within the group and develops sense of group 
belonging, a sense of being an accepted member of a group. 

In the course of our research, we tried to find a solution to 
this. In one case, the students were introduced to an 
environmental lawsuit. The case has already been a subject to 
court proceedings. We took students to the court hearing when 
several circumstances were already known. Based on these, the 
judge's decision was predictable. The study group was then 
divided into five smaller groups. 

Each group chose a judge. The rest of the students in the 
group played the role of a court counselor / legal advisor. 
Students were asked to make decisions on the basis of already 
known facts. Students had several days to make a decision. At 
this time, the original trial proceeded, the trial continued. 

The next step in the process was that the group of students 
went to that last trial. At the end of the trial, the judge 
announced his decision and justified it. 

As a closing event, each group presented their decision with 
the guidance of the mentor teacher. That group had the full 
sense of success, whose decision was the same or nearly the 
same as the official judge's decision. But each member of the 
group had a sense of success, because everybody contributed 
to the decision of the group. 

As a result of the method (and due to the experience), the 
environmentally conscious attitude of the environmentally 
conscious and less environmentally conscious students also 
changed in a positive direction. In the case of skeptical 
students, this method aroused their interest. 

In the course of our research, we also conducted an 
experiment that aimed to bring students close to the problem 
of environmental pollution. To gain personal (firsthand) 
experience we took students to the Municipal Waste Recovery 
plant in Budapest (Mélyfúró Street, Rákospalota neighborhood, 
15 district of Budapest, Hungary). The municipal waste of 
Budapest is brought here. The students were shocked by what 
they saw here. Here the students are faced with how much 
unnecessary municipal waste is produced by our consumer 
society. 
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After the visit to the Municipal Waste Recovery plantthe 
students wrote a report on their experience and gave an 
assessment based on predetermined criteria. As a result, the 
students made up the following definite opinion: 
- it is astonishing how much waste is 'produced' by today's 
people; 
- as for the structure of the waste, we must conclude that the 
generation of a great deal of waste could be prevented, avoided 
or reduced; 
- waste management can lead to significant pollution, even if 
the waste is incinerated, since the combustion product may 
contain many toxic substances; 
- 80% of students are of the opinion, that this view had such a 
strong influence on them that they want to change their 
lifestyle and consumption habits in the future and they will seek 
ways to create only minimal waste through consumption. 
 

The visit to the factory also had the same effect on the 
students as the court visit. We also made a visit to a 
wastewater treatment plant (Csepel, Budapest wastewater 
treatment plant, Hungary). The students here were confronted 
with the fact that the city population "produces" a lot of 
municipal waste water. The reason for this is the water 
consumption due to negligence and lack of economy and this 
has very serious economic and environmental pollution 
consequences. Immediately after visiting the factory, we had a 
conversation with students. Students expressed the following 
opinion about what they saw: 
- irresponsible use of water 
Many of us use water thoughtlessly. You can’t even imagine 
how irresponsibly we use water every day; 
- In the future, drinking water will be a treasure, but at the 
moment we don’t appreciate it; 
- We satisfy all our needs with drinking water. This should be 
changed. 
 

Based on my experience I made a SWOT- analysis.  This way 
I want to demonstrate the potential for developing an 
environmentally conscious approach. With the help of the 
matrix I would like to explore the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats of the environmental education. 
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Based on table No.1, the following suggestions for 
improvement can be made: 
 
STRENGTHS: 
– Students recognize the importance of environmental 
protection; 
– the university is ahead of the media in providing 
environmental information. 
 
WEAKNESSES: 
– incompleteknowledge of the most up-to-date legal measures; 
– lack of knowledge about the consequences of the 
environmental pollution. 
 
OPPORTUNITIES: 
– Using the opportunity to visit a plant,professional trips, 
factory visits; 
 
– curriculum content development to create positive 
improvements in the educational system; 
– methodological development (Curriculum Development); 
– thedegree thesis should contain a section about 
environmental protection. 
 
THREATS/ DIFFICULTIES: 
(elements in the environment that could cause trouble) 
– environmental protection is not part of the students' lifestyle, 
– After successful graduation from the university, if a person 
does not deal directly with environmental issues, the sense of 
environmental awareness and responsibility may decrease 
significantly with time. 
 

Instructors / teachers need to prove to students that they are 
up to date and are well-informedabout environmental events. 
They have to monitor changes in legislation.  

It is very important to integrate this new knowledge into the 
teaching material, lectures and it is also important to put this 
knowledge into practice.(ongoing research, current information, 
new legislation, foreign and domestic examples, investments, 
policy decisions, etc.). 
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Students must incorporate a verbal and physical 
environmental program into their lifestyle to change their 
current indifferent lifestyle. In addition to the above, the 
following methodological questions should be considered: 
– increasing the number of theoretical and practical lessons; 
– personalized homework; 
– conducting student lectures; 
– inviting a practitioner as a guest speaker; 
– solving specific environmental problems discussing legal 
cases in practical classes; 
– Being up to date and well-informed in the field of 
environmental protection and environmental law 
 

In the field of environmental education, environmental law 
plays an important role. Certain rules of environmental law are 
included as an important topic in the field of environmental 
education. A paradigm shift in higher education is needed. More 
and more people are recognising this need for a paradigm shift. 

There is a need for a paradigm shift in higher education. The 
main reason for the paradigm shift is the need to ensure 
sustainable development. We must adapt to EU expectations, 
Western European trends and models. We must learn how to 
use resources without the resources running out, without 
damaging or affecting the environment. 
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